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Introduction: Domestic violence (DV) is a pattern of assaultive and coercive
behaviors, including physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, used to intimidate
or control a current or former intimate partner. Although researchers have
found that false DV allegations are rare (Jaffe, Lemon, & Poisson, 2003), a
widespread misperception in the US court system is that mothers often make
false DV allegations to gain an advantage against their former partners in
child custody disputes (Jaffe et al.). Two other commonly held beliefs are that
DV is synonymous with high conflict and that women are either equal partici-
pants or initiate violence (Bancroft & Silverman, 2002), and these beliefs may
further the notion that DV allegations are often false. There is no empirical
support for these beliefs, yet they disadvantage women and their children if
custody decisions fail to adequately account for DV allegations due to these
misconceptions.

Objective: With a sample of child custody evaluators, we examined the
relative influence of commonly held misperceptions about DV and the research
literature concerning DV on custody recommendations.

Methods:We developed two multiple segment factorial vignettes, which is
a true experimental design for examining beliefs by randomly manipulating
key variables in a vignette that spans several paragraphs (see Ganong & Cole-
man, 2006). The factors in one vignette were type of violence (conflict-based,
control-based) and the father’s counter allegation (none, mutual aggression,
female initiated aggression), and in the other vignette were mother’s dis-
position toward the father (receptive, hostile), severity of violence (minor,
severe), type of violence (conflict, control), documentation of violence (none,
protective order), and father’s counter allegation (none, parental alienation).
Respondents’ knowledge of the DV research literature was measured by the
author-developed Beliefs about Domestic Violence Scale (BDVS). The sample
was comprised of 607 custody evaluators (331 females and 276 males) in the
US who had been custody evaluators between 1 and 38 years (M = 14.1, SD =
8.6). Respondents as a whole estimated that 43 % of all custody evaluations
they conducted involved domestic violence issues and about 74 % indicated
that they had received domestic violence training or education within the past
3 years.

© Hans J. D., Hardesty J., Haselschwerdt M. L., 2010 5



Jason Hans, Jennifer Hardesty, Mtgan Haselschwerdt

Results: The recommended physical custody arrangements (sole mother,
sole father, or joint) were not affected by the type and severity of violence
portrayed, favored fathers when the mother’s disposition was portrayed as
hostile and when fathers made counter allegations, and documentation of the
alleged violence reduced the likelihood of a recommendation for sole father
custody but did not increase the likelihood of a recommendation for sole
mother custody. Those who exhibited knowledge more congruent with the DV
research literature, as measured by the BDVS, were more likely to believe the
mother’s allegations of violence.

Conclusions: The results indicate that child custody evaluators in the US,
who are charged with determining the optimal living arrangements for chil-
dren following parental divorce, are poorly equipped to evaluate situations
involving DV allegations. It is essential that child custody evaluators be better
trained to ensure the safety and well-being of women and children are priori-
tized following divorce.
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. XanHce

IOKTOP mcuxoyoruu, ¥y HuBepcurer Keurykku, CIIIA, daxkyabTeT ncciegoBaHmit
ceMbH,

O. Xapaectn

daKyJIbTeT Pa3sBUTHUA YeJOBeKa W obIecTBa, Vanunuolickuii yuusepcurer, CIITA
M. XaceapmBepar

daKyJIbTeT Pa3sBUTHUA UeJOBeKa u obIecTBa, Vnnuoiickuii yuusepcuret,CIITA

OIIEHUBAHUE OIIEKU PEBEHKA B KOHTEKCTE 3AABJIEHUI
O TOMAIITHEM HACHUJINHU

Pesome

B craThe mokasano, UTO OIleHKa KauecTBa yXoZa 3a peOeHKOM OTHUM U3 POAUTes el
mocJje pa3Boja 3aBUCHUT OT HAJUUYMUS y COIMAJbHBIX PAOOTHUKOB 3HAHUSA JIUTEPATYPHI O
HACUJINM B CEMbe, KOTOPOE CIIOCOOCTBYET MOBBIIIIEHUIO HOBEPUS K 3asBICHUAM MaTepH
0 TAKOM HACWUJINH.
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. X3HC
,II[[OKTOp ncuxoyoru, YHuiBepcurer Kenrykki, CIITA, paxkyabTeT gocaimKeHb POAUHU,
A. Xapmectu
daKyabTeT POSBUTKY JIOAUHU ¥ cycHinbcTBa, MinauHoiickuii yHiBepcurer, CIITA
M. XaceapmBepar
daKyabTeT PO3BUTKY JIOAUHU ¥ cycHinbcTBa, MinauHoiickuii yHiBepcurer, CIITA

OIIIHIOBAHHA OIIIKU JUTHHHN B KOHTEKCTI 3AAB ITPO
JOMAIIHE HACHUJBCTBO

Pesrome

¥V crarTi mokasaHoO, II[0 OI[iHKA SKOCTi AOTJIAAY 3a OUTHUHOIO OAHUM 3 0aThKiB micisa
PO3JIyUeHHs 3aJIe}KUTh BiJi HAABHOCTI B COIliaJIbHUX IIPAIliBHUKIB 3HAHHA JiTepaTypu
IpO HACUJIBCTBO B POAWHIi, IO CIPUAE IiIBUINEHHIO NOBipW A0 3adB MaTepi IIpPo Take
HACHUJIbCTBO.



